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Food for Kidz: Help Feed the Need!
Waunakee, WI, Sept. 23, 2016--- Waunakee Food For Kidz will hold its 11th annual meal packaging event on October 23rd at the Waunakee Village Center.  

Waunakee’s 2 millionth meal to help those in need
Food for Kidz, with the help of over 1,000 volunteers, hopes to package 250,000 meals for hungry children at this year’s event.  According to local committee member Jeamie Holm, Waunakee has packaged 1,765,364 meals the last 10 years.  Holm says “with a great volunteer turnout from Waunakee, we should reach our 2 millionth meal sometime during this year’s food packing event. This makes me proud to call Waunakee home.”
One out of Nine in world struggle with hunger

 John Gaska, another member of the local committee, states that the goal of the organization is to reduce hunger worldwide.  The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization estimates 793 million of the 7.1 billion people in the world suffer from chronic undernourishment.   3.5 million children die each year from malnutrition-related causes.  According to Gaska, even in the United States, 1 out of 5 (13 million) kids struggle with hunger.

A  Soy/Rice based meal and a Fortified Cinnamon Instant Oatmeal
This year two different meals will be produced.  A specially designed nutritious meal consisting of soy protein, rice, vitamins and dried vegetables that will be sent to places in need around the world. The 2nd meal is a Waunakee developed Fortified Cinnamon Instant Oatmeal that will be given to the Dane Co. Community Action Coalition (CAC) for free distribution to over 50 local food pantries. Wayne Morris, Program leader for CAC, says the Waunakee meals are greatly appreciated, especially during those periods of the year when food pantry donations slow down.  
The ingredients cost 15 cents per meal, according to committee member Jennifer Cuccia.. To meet its goal of 250,000 meals, the group needs to raise over $30,000.  

“Donations are used to purchase the ingredients” Cuccia said.  “That means a donation of $25 will provide ingredients for 166 meals” she continued. “Unfortunately, we can only package as many meals as donations allow.  We are hoping Waunakee’s generosity enables us to raise the necessary dollars.”
T-shirts and Badger football tickets

 A Food for Kidz T-shirt is on sale this year and volunteers are encouraged to purchase one for $10 and wear it to the Village Center. Also, you can purchase a chance to win two tickets for the Badger/Nebraska game on Oct. 29th.  Both can be obtained the day of the event or by calling 608-332-3557.   
 Donations are greatly appreciated but not required to volunteer. Donations can be sent to Waunakee Feed the Need, P.O. 164, Waunakee, WI 53597.  Volunteers of all ages are needed for each of three shifts: 12:00 – 1:30, 2:00 - 3:30, and 4:00 – 5:30.  You can donate and sign up to volunteer online, at www.waunakeefeedtheneed.org. Sign up sheets and donation containers will be available at local churches. Volunteers can also call 332-3557 to sign up for a shift.

